
on
ly 

for
 pe

rus
al

 

 

 
 

Miroslav Srnka 
 

 
 
 

Superorganisms 
for large orchestra 

 
 

(2022) 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Bärenreiter Kassel · Basel · London · New York · Praha 
BA 11197-72 

 



on
ly 

for
 pe

rus
al

Commissioned by 
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Orchestre de Paris
Czech Philharmonic 

ORCHESTRA 

4 flutes (2., 3. also piccolo) 

4 oboes 

4 clarinets in B♭ 

4 bassoons 

6 French horns 
4 trumpets in C (silent and plunger mutes) 

4 trombones (silent and plunger mutes) 

piano 
2 accordions 

percussion 1 – vibraphone, marimba, roto-tom high, suspended cymbal, waldteufel 

percussion 2 – glockenspiel, marimba, roto-tom high, suspended cymbal 

percussion 3 – marimba, crotales (A♭5, B♭5), 4 temple blocks (G#4, B4, C#5, E5), high kettle drum (F3-C4), 

suspended cymbal, waldteufel 

percussion 4 – marimba, crotales (E♭5, G5), high kettle drum (F3-C4), suspended cymbal, gran cassa 

2 harps 

strings (14, 14, 10, 10, 8) 
(violins I 1., 2. and violins II 1.–14. have heavy mutes) 

Score is written in C 

DURATION: approx. 18 minutes 
_________________________________________________ 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES 

 
 

pitches 
all pitches sound in the octaves as written  

(accordions eventually transpose according to chosen registering to stay in the written sounding pitches) 
 

accidentals 
accidentals apply within the measure and octave in which they appear 

 
tempi 

all tempi are approximate 
 

dynamics  

◦ signs at the end of cresc. or decresc. hairpins mean al/dal niente  
or the softest dynamics possible for the particular instrument and technique 

 
homogenous sound 

the orchestra is supposed to create a homogenous fluid, dynamically balanced sound – use of pedal or muting 
(piano, vibraphone, harps), mutes/closing (brass) or registering (accordion) is free to achieve this goal (if not 

marked specifically otherwise) 
 

molto arco 
strings always play molto arco (if not marked otherwise), using as much of the bow as possible, even in fast tempi 

and even if a flautando sound results 
 

tremolo 
tremolo is to be played as fast as possible  

strings play tremolo alla punta with a short bow (if not marked otherwise) 
 

non vibrato 
all instruments (especially strings) play allways non vibrato (if not marked otherwise) 
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Internally moving and externally magnanimous
Very fast (  = 140), with fluid tempo changes

con sord.

con sord.

con sord.

con sord.

con sord.

*) Play each °< >° in the entire movement always molto arco, if more bow needed, change bow at the dynamic peak (but without accent),
tremolos always alla punta, flageolets for higher notes possible
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*)

*)

5.–8.

5.–8.

1.–4.

9. 10.

1.–4.

9. 10.
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1. 2.
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Vln. II

Pno.
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Hp. 2
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Violin II

Accordion 1

Percussion 1

Percussion 2

Violin I

Viola

Violoncello







   

















o

Roto-tom

 = 60 or slower

with brush

*) Smooth transformation between the flageolet (touching the fifth) and the fundamental:
    Play a tremolo with the lightly touching finger until the flageolet disappears and only the fundamental remains.
    Later (b.11) the same transformation between the fundamental and the flageolet (major third).
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12.
14.
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8.
10.
12.
14.
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5.
7.
9.
11.
13.

1.–7.
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8.–10.

1.–4.

5.–10.
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Fl. 2
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Fl. 4

Ob. 1

Ob. 2
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Ob. 4

Cl. 1

Cl. 2

Cl. 3

Cl. 4

Vl. II

Acc. 1

Acc. 2
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Perc. 4

Vl. I

Vla.
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Fl. 2

Fl. 3

Fl. 4

Cl. 1

Cl. 2

Cl. 3

Cl. 4

Vl. II

Acc. 1

Acc. 2

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

Perc. 4

Vl. I

Vla.

Vc.

D.B.
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(double stops)
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4.
6.
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4.
6.

(double stops)
8.
10.
12.
8.
10.
12.

(double stops)
8.
9.
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8.
9.
10.

(double stops)
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6.
7.
5.
6.
7.
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6.
8.
10.

(double stops)
1.
2.
3.
1.
2.
3.
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Fl. 2

Fl. 3

Fl. 4

Ob. 1

Ob. 2

Ob. 3

Ob. 4

Cl. 1

Cl. 2

Cl. 3

Cl. 4

Vl. II

Acc. 1

Acc. 2

Perc. 3

Perc. 4

Vl. I

Vla.

Vc.
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Fl.

Ob. 1

Ob. 2

Ob. 3

Ob. 4

Cl. 1

Cl. 2

Cl. 3

Cl. 4

Tr. 1

Tr.2

Tr. 3

Tr. 4

Hn. 1

Hn. 2

Hn. 3

Hn. 4

Hn. 5

Hn. 6

Vl. II

Acc. 1

Acc. 2

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

Perc. 4

Vl. I

Vla.

Vc.

D.B.
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col legno battuto

col legno battuto

with brush
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2.

3.
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8.

9.
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12.
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8.
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air only
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col legno battuto

col legno battuto

col legno battuto

very raw, let the pitch slightly bend up and down

tutti

tutti

tutte
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Fl.

Ob. 1

Ob. 2

Ob. 3

Cl. 1

Cl. 2

Bsn. 1

Bsn. 2

Bsn. 3

Bsn. 4

Tr.

Tr.2

Tr. 3

Tr. 4

Hn. 1

Hn. 2

Hn. 3

Hn. 4

Hn. 5

Hn. 6

Trbn. 1

Trbn. 2

Trbn. 3

Tbn. 4

Vl. II

Acc. 1

Acc. 2

Perc. 1

Perc. 3

Perc. 4

Vl. I

Vla.

Vc.

D.B.
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arco, ord.

arco, ord.

arco, ord.

arco, ord.

*) Breathe freely and frequently but not simutaneously, not with pitch change and not on beat

9. 10.
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4.
5.

1.
2.
3.
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13.
14.

1. 2.
3. 4.
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molto rit.

1.–4.
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sul pont.13.
14.
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Fl. 1

Fl. 2

Fl. 3

Fl. 4

Ob. 1

Ob. 2

Ob. 3

Cl.

Bsn. 1

Bsn. 2

Bsn. 3

Bsn. 4

Tr. 1

Hn. 1

Hn. 2

Hn. 3

Hn. 4

Hn. 5

Hn. 6

Trbn. 1

Trbn. 2

Trbn. 3

Vl. II

Acc. 1

Acc. 2

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

Vl. I

Vla.

Vc.

D.B.
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(13.)
(14.)
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molto sul tasto

molto sul tasto

molto sul tasto

molto sul tasto

molto sul tasto

molto sul tasto

molto sul tasto

molto sul tasto

molto sul tasto

molto sul tasto

molto sul tasto

molto sul tasto

sul pont.

sul pont.



Cymbal



Cymbal

as slow as possible

1.

2.

3.

7.–10.

4.–6.

1.–3.

9. 10.

8.

6. 7.

4. 5.

o

3.

1. 2.

11.
12.
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14.
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sul pont.

sul pont.
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2.

3.
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air only
a6

a4
air only

Waldteufel

Glsp.
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*) All gliss. as fast and as violent as possible, first pitch is important, last pitch is only a direction without accent (might not even be reached), always dampen quickly
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con sord. *)

con sord. *)

*) Change bow very frequently, independently on the pitch changes or beats
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*) Place 2 Crotales on a high Kettle Drum, hit the Crotales and then keep moving the drum pedal until the sound disappears
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keep changing the bow
during fermata

keep changing the bow
during fermata

keep changing the bow
during fermata

keep changing the bow
during fermata
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during fermata

keep changing the bow
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during fermata
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Crot. on high Kettle dr. *)
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con sord. (heavy)

con sord. (heavy)

very fast and extreme gliss. up and down (without rhythm),
the gliss. waves move higher and higher till they disappear

very fast and extreme gliss. up and down (without rhythm),
the gliss. waves move higher and higher till they disappear

con sord. (heavy)

con sord. (heavy)

very fast and extreme gliss. up and down (without rhythm),
the gliss. waves move higher and higher till they disappear

very fast and extreme gliss. up and down (without rhythm),
the gliss. waves move higher and higher till they disappear
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Bartók-pizz.
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Flute 1

Flute 2

Flute 3

Flute 4

Oboe 1

Oboe 2

Oboe 3

Oboe 4

Clarinet 1

Clarinet 2

Clarinet 3

Clarinet 4

Bassoon 1
Bassoon 2

Bassoon 3
Bassoon 4

Trumpet 1

Trumpet 2

Trumpet 3

Trumpet 4

Horn 1
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4 Trombones

Percussione 1-4
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Violin II
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As fast as possible (up to  = 180)

1.

3. 5.

7. 9.

11. 13.

1.

3.

5.

7. 9.

1.

3.

5.

7. 9.

air only

air only

air only

air only

air only

air only

air only

air only

air only

air only

*) molto arco, always upbow, start with noise only, arriving at full pitch sound at b. 46
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Vl. I
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